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Skinners Steps

Cupar, KY15 4DZ
sustainablecupar.org.uk

Fruit and Blossom Minutes
Time and Date: 
11/05/2016

Venue:


Cupar Fife Station

Present: 


Norma Alari, Laura Rigon, Anna Kinross, Sarah Davidson,  Jim McLeish, 



Joy Rice, Joan Brown, Bryan Rollo
Apologies: 
Debbie Payjack, Keith Harding, Erica Benson 
	
	Action

	1) Minutes of the previous meeting
Minutes agreed.
	SD


	 2) Recycle Tree
As an event to fit in alongside Cupar Arts Festival the idea is to build a tree from waste fruit packaging.

The group discussed creating a tree similar to the size of one of the trees in the community orchard.  A small group of people is needed to design and build the tree.  Information regarding the project and the reasons for highlighting waste created by buying fruit rather than growing it locally need to be gathered.

It was discussed that it would be good to have involvement from other local groups, who could assist in collecting the waste needed for the tree and also potentially in building or decorating the tree.  Local nurseries have indicated they might be able to help.

Could all members to collect plastic, or tetrapak waste which is due to the consumption of fruit.

Joan suggested that a hollow tree be built and the rubbish could then be securely held within the structure.

The tree will need to be completed by 18th June. 

Anna, Laura, Norma, Joan and Sarah volunteered to design and build the tree.  Three sessions will take place on the 18th May, 8th June ( This will replace the usual Fab meeting)  and then a further meeting on 18th June to place the tree in situ

It is likely we will need  a stake, chicken wire,  plus the rubbish.  The project will also need a name and a risk assessment completed.  The aim would be to recycle the rubbish when the tree was dismantled.   
	All

	3) Community Orchard Meadow planting
This is due to take place on 25/26 May during the day and possibly an evening session.  Busy bee nursery would like to help and Guardbridge may also like to help.  Sarah, Norma and Laura are all able to attend.
	

	4) Community Orchard Soil Sample
Bryan took a sample of the soil in the orchard and found it very acid.  This matches Iain Barbour's reading of 5.5.  The solution will be to lime the soil.  Most apple and pears should be 6.5/7 ph.  Will this cause an issue for the meadow planting? Sarah will check with Gabby.

It was agreed that we would lime round the trees in the first instance.
	Sarah

	5) Stratheden
Rob had contacted Gerben and had purchased ten trees.  Norma and Rob were joined by the group “Branching Out” from Playfield House.  Together service users and staff planted the trees and also drop onions and comfrey which is beneficial for the trees.  Some of Bryan's tomato plants were also planted in their poly-tunnel.
	

	6) Tomato plants 
These made over £100 this year.  Thank you Bryan.
	

	7) Orchard walk
The subgroup for the noticeboards met.  Jim has put together 500 words about the orchard.  Sarah has contacted Osprey who made the Newburgh Orchard notice board.  They have given an estimate of £2000 for the noticeboard. It has been difficult to get quotes for the information board . Sarah will contact the forestry commission with regards to finding out who does their signage.  The subgroup will meet again to discuss on 23 May 18:30.

There have been a couple of reports of Giant Hogweed which the council is dealing with. Himalayan Balsam is beginning to grow.  If everyone could pull it out if they spot it along the walk.  A date is to be arranged for a more organised removal.
	Sarah

	8) Elmwood
Sarah has recently been to the plot and it looks ok.  The blueberries and gooseberries are both looking good.  Some of the raspberries are either late or not so happy.
	


Meeting closed at: 21:00

Next meeting date: 8th June 2016

Signed: I S Davidson                                                Date: 07/06/2016

   Group Coordinator
7 June 2016
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